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VARAHAGIRI VENKATA GIRI 
(10 August 1894-24 June 1980) 


Eighty-six year old former President of India, 
and a former Patron-in-Chief of the Bharat Scouts 
& Guides, and earlier, Governor of Karnataka and 


Patron of the State Association, in his life time, a 
many — splendoured personality - Freedom Fighter, 


Trade Unionist, Minister, Diplomat, Governor, 
Vice-President and finally President, in Madras 
at 6 a.m. on Tuesday 24 June 1980. 


The Council Rock 


(As told by J. B. Gearing, Cubmaster, 1st Walthamstow Pack, London) 


‘Why expend such efforts in the 
physical body ? Is it not simpler to be there 
in spirit ?”’ So said a Tibetan Lama when 
he learnt of the desire of foreigners to ascend 
the summit of Everest at any risk. We 
English are such a literal-minded people 
though, and when the ‘‘fortunes of war’’ 
brought me to India in August 1942 and 
I saw the magic name ‘‘Seeonee’’ on the 
map, how was I to refrain from making 
plans to go in search of Kipling’s Council 
Rock at the first opportunity? After all, 
I had been a member of various ‘‘Seeonee 
Packs’’ in England on and off since 1920. 
Surely the.body ought to follow the spirit, 
now the chance presented itself. 


The war had to come first, and soit 
was September 1944 before 1 found myself 
at, what I was told was, the Council Rock, 
on the Nagpur-Seeonee Road. Alas, it 
turned out to be a disappointment. Just 
an ordinary rock about 5 feet high, looking 
more like a milestone made out of Cornish 
granite than anything else, and surrounded 
by water, with only room for one wolf to 
squat on top. Did the rest of the Pack 
swim and howl atthe same time? Fortu- 
nately, I remembered that ‘Brown Tip’’ 
of Calcutta had in his possession a copy 
of a map of Kipling’s country which was 
drawn up by Mr. G. M. Willford, a mem- 
ber of the Indian Forest Service, some 
years previously, and wrote to him for it. 
Then I discovered that I had been “‘barking 
up the wrong tree,’’ or, shall we say, 
‘‘seeking to scale the wrong rock.’’ Another 
delay occurred before I was ableto secure 
leave of absence again, but at last, in 
February 1945, I found myself again in 
search of my object. This time I was 
fully satisfied. This journey involved not 
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only the discomfort of travelling by train, 
with which all in India are well acquainted 
in the present year of grace, but also a 
twenty-two mile trip by bullock cart, as 
well as aride onan Army lorry, both of 
which are no joke to anyone knowing the 
tracks through the jungle. I was unable 
to refrain from a sneaking feeling that the 
Bandarlog, in spite of the opinion of Baloo 
and Bagheera, have a certain amount of 
good sense, because to travel through 
‘lanes in the trees’? must present greater 
ease for the body, as well as exaltation to 
the spirit. It was only the Bandarlog that 
I saw in person. Shere Khan and the 
wolves were not visible, although I was 
shown tiger tracks, and the first entry 
I looked at in the visitors’ book at Kanhi- 
wara (‘at Kanhiwara we may find the 
English’, Letting in the Jungle) read: 
Object of visit: Destroying prescribed 
maneater (not successful). Once, whilst 
watching the Bandarlog, I heard an aero- 
plane in the distance; the monkeys heard 
it, too, and, although it did not become 
visible, the sound caused them great 
alarm; they ran hither and thither and did 
not know where to seek refuge. 


The local name of the Council Rock 


jis Lakra Bhutha, meaning ‘“‘the giant tree 


among trees.’” Why it is referred to as a tree, 
I do not know. It is actually a collection 
of black rocks which rise high above the 
jungle. The height is certainly not above 
200 feet, but this lifts it clear of the 
surrounding trees. I climbed up to the 
highest rock but one, and the outlook was 
really grand. The wolves which met in 
council on the topmost rock must have had 
a finer view still, but how they managed to 
scale it, beats me. The sides slope outwards 


and defy climbing in the ordinary way; 
the wolves must be great leapers to be 
able to ‘‘make it.’’ On the sides are 
large hanging hives of wild bees, and 
Stories are told of people being stung in 
the throat and nearly dying in consequence. 
Smoking appears to be the usual cause of 
the bees getting irritated; it was’t for the 
first time that I blessed the fact that Iam 
a non-smoker! Naturally, I looked for the 
cave from which Raksha dified Shere Khan 
when he came seeking for Mowgli, and 
found that the ‘‘caves’’ are really deep 
enough. 


I had marked on my map the Cold 
Lairs, Mowgli’s Village, and the stretch of 
the Waingunga River containing the Bee 
Rocks, Peace Pool and Seeonee Lairs. 
Alas, the call of duty was so loud that I 
had to be content with limiting my further 
explorations to the Cold Lairs. Perhaps 


one day I may go back to find the other 
places. Since my trip Ihave written to 
Mr. Willford, who, by his “labour of love’’ 
in drawing up the map, made my trip 
possible, and he tells me it took him 
three years and the reading through of 
both Jungle Books very carefully six times 
to work out and find the location of 
these places. He concludes: ‘‘It was 
all a great pleasure, as my daughter 
was then a baby and I was teaching her 
jungle craft; and I did not waste my time. 
She was greatly benefited.’ I think Mr. 
Willford feels just the same as I do about 
the jungle and will allow me to pass on 
this quotation from his letter to the 
thousands of Cubmasters everywhere who 
are often present with their Cubs at’ the 
Council Rock ‘“‘in spirit,’? though the 
expedition I have made ‘“‘in the physical 
body’’ is impossible for most of them. 
Labour in the Jungle is never wasted ! 


(Courtesy, The Indian Scouter, February 1978) 


Note: An article in Kannada based on this account of the Council Rock has already appeared in the 


April-May 1980 issue of this magazine. 


Warrants 


Warrants of appointment as Headquarters Commissioners are issued as follows : 


Scout Section : 


1. Sri M. Venkatakrishnappa 
O90) 5 OH Y.. -Ramaiat 

3 ,, Farookh Merchant 

4. Dr. S..B. Kausik 

5. Sri G. Sivappa 

6. ,, N. Nanjundaswamy 


Guide Section : 


1. Smt. Irene S. Raju | 
2 »,  shashikala Badami 
3 », M.R. Lakshamma 
4, ,, .Marjorie D’Cunha 
5 K. Manohara 

6 », Mythili Sampath 


Cubs 

Scouts 

Rovers 

Research and Development 
Publicity and Public Relations 
Publications and Magazine 


Bulbuls 

Guides 

Rangers 

Publicity and Public Relations 
Handica pped Guides 
Publications 


Training Team Seminar and In-Service Training 
for ASOCs (S) and (G): K. R. Hills, 


Kemmangundi 


The Annual Training Team Seminar 
and In-Service Training Course for Assis- 
tant . State Organising Commissioners 
(Scouts and Guides) were held at K,. RR. 
Hills, Kemmangundi, Chikmagalur District 
from the 14th to the 18th May 1980. In 
the past, these two events were held either 
at Besant Park or Kondajji. The District 
Associations of Chickmagalur and Shimoga 
made the necessary arrangements. Sriyuts 
Halagappa, District Secretary, | Chik- 
magalur, Sri Dattatri, A.S.O.C. (S), 
Shimoga, Sri Anthony Cruz, A.D.C. (S), 
Local Association, Bhadravathi and Sri 
Rajagopala Rao, A.S O.C.(S), Chikmagalur 
undertook this work. Sri Jagannatha Rao, 
Mines Manager and Sri Kambiah, Special 
Officer for Horticulture, assured us all the 
assistance and help. 


The advance part yconsisting of Sriyuths 
K. B. Nanjappa, State Trg. Commissioner, 
Sri S. Audikesavalu, State Organising 
Commissioner (S), Major M. R. Narayan 
Singh, Sri K. S. Shankar and Smt- Usha 
Ramaiah and Smt. Janaki, A.S.O.C. (G), 
arrived at the site on the 12th May and 
immediately got into finalising the arrange- 
ments. Sri K. S. Umakant, Secretary, 
L. A., Shimoga, who was the Q. M., 
arrived on the 13th May with all the food 
articles from Shimoga and Rovers Shastry, 
Sheik Ismail, Clement and Prasanna helped 
in running the course. 


On the 14th May the two events were 
inaugurated by Sri Jagannatha Rao, Mines 
Manager; Smt. Usha Suresh, w/o the 
M. D. of T. V. S. Lucas, Madras, presided. 
It was avery pleasant function and it is 
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very heartening that these two events were 
inaugurated and presided over by a former 
Rover and a former Guide. 


Several papers were presented and 
discussed at the Seminar. Subjects like 
N.Hq. and S.Hq. training manuals, 
Scheme of Training, Professional Scouters 
and Guiders, prevention of leakage, First 
Class and Proficiency Badges, Prsiedent’s 
Scouts/Guides Badges and many other 
subjects were discussed. The papers on 
these subjects were presented by Sriyuths 
K. B. Nanjappa, S. Audikesavalu, Major 
M. R. Narayan Singh, K. S. Shankar, 
S. Paulraj and Smts. Usha Ramaiah and 
Hameeda Rahman. 


The participants evinced keen interest 
in taking part in the discussions but the 
time at their disposal was short. A notable 
feature of this Seminar were the demonstra- 
tion sessions. 


On the 15th and the 16th they had 
camp fire. It was inaugurated by Sri 
Suresh, Managing Director, T. V. S. Lucas 
Co., Madras. The workers of Kemman- 
gundi participated in the camp fire. A 
half-day hike was arranged to the Kalhat- 
giri Waterfalls. The participants went 
round every evening and saw the mining 
operations. At this seminar, the following 
subjects were discussed and the results sent 
to the State Headquarters. 


(a) The State Headquarters is requested 
to provide a training kit to every 
Training Team member, consisting of 
literature on Scouting and Guiding. 


(b) The A.P.R.O. may be translated into 
Kannada. 


(c) T. A. and D. A. of the Training Team 
members may be paid in advance. , 


(d) Preliminary courses may be conducted 
in regional language as far as possible. 


(e) Scouters and Guiders Conferences may 
be held regularly at the District, 
Divisional and State levels. 


(f) The participation certificates may be 
presented at the training course itself. 


(g) The State Headquarters is requested to 
make travel arrangements like advance 
booking in trains or buses. 


(h) The State Training Commissioners 


Sparks That Matter 


INVESTITURE CEREMONIES— The 
ceremony should be very meaningful 
for the new recruit and should be a 
moment to remember for many years. 
It is not, therefore, simply a matter of 
~ renewing or making the Scout Promise 
at the end of a Unit Meeting when time 
allows, and is not to be held without 
the candidate first having thought very 
deeply about exactly what he or she is 
doing and saying by becoming invested 
into the Unit. 
% % % 

Perhaps, in the years to come, a man 
who was once a boy of yours will rise head 
and shoulders above the ordinary run of 
mankind and you will be able to say to 
yourself, ‘It was I who set his feet on the 
path’ and in saying it you will know the 
true reward for the job you are doing. 

bd % % 


(S. and G.) should be at the State 
Headquarters and on full-time basis. 


(i) The Training Team members may be 
supplied with printed forms required 
at training camps. 


(j) It should be obligatory on the part of 
every member of the Training Team to 
participate in the Training Team 
seminars. 


The valedictory function was held on 
the 17th evening at 7-30 p.m. Sri Srikantan, 
Mines Safety Officer, Southern Region was. 
the Chief Guest. Sri Marisiddiah, Deputy 
General Manager of .the Mines, VISL, 
presided. A grand camp fire was held. 


The camp closed at 5-30 a.m. on the 
18th May. 


A Troop that doesn’t aim at President’s 
Scout Badges is like a footboll team that 
doesn’t try to score goals. However pretty 
the midfield play may be, the game lacks 
purpose, and the players get bored. 

* * tk 

Leaders warrants should be presented 
by the District Commissioner and only 
under exceptional circumstances, by an 
Assistant. 

a itt * 

Remarked by a Scouter leaving a 
conference session: ‘“‘It had a surprise 
ending, just when I thought it would never 
end, it did’’. 

a) % * 

It is not the size of the Scout in the 
game that matters but rather the size of the 
game in the Scout. 


Selected by K.- Kasinath,. 
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Report of the VII Rover/Ranger Samagam 
at Gandhi Darshan in New Delhi, 1980 


The Rover/Ranger Meet organised by 
the National Headquaters of the Bharat 
Scouts & Guides commenced on the 28th 
March 1980. The programme was mainly 
service-oriented; besides, we had an exhibi- 
tion of handicrafts, cultural programmes, 
film shows and sessions based on subjects 
under Rover/Ranger tests. 


Seventy Rovers and two Rangers from 
Karnataka participated in the camp. 


At 4 p.m. on 28th March, the Samagam 
was declared open by our National Commis- 
sioner, Mrs. Lakshmi Mazumdar. The 
contingent leaders introduced themselves. 
We made ourselves comfortable in our tents. 
Every morning we had inspection. 


On the 29th at 6 a.m. we started with 
our programme and had the first session at 
9am. by Mr. Dhiman on ‘‘Participation of 
Rovers/Rangers in the Prime Minister’s 
Shield Competition’’. - There was a good 
discussion on the procedure of getting the 
shield by practical work. After a short break 
of 15 minutes, we had the session by 
Mr. Hashmat Singh on ‘‘Adult Literacy’’. 
Mr. Singh did understand our problems and 
the difficulties of working with adults. 
Various suggestions were given by Rovers 
and Rangers. 


The third session began around 3 p.m. 
‘On the concept of the Indian Rover/Ranger 
In-Training and In-Service’’ by Mr. Suliwala. 


The fourth session on ‘‘Extension 
Scouting’’-Scouting for the handicapped by 
Mrs. Banker was very informative. We were 
much inspired by her introduction to the 
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handicapped. The year 1981 is the Year of 
the handicapped and we discussed what every 
Rover and Ranger can do as his/her duty 
and service to the handicapped. 


Soon after tea and short rest, we had a 
film show and then we had the cultural 
programme. Every State Contingent was 
given a chance to reveal their skill and talent 
with sing-songs and skits. 


It was on the 30th that we started out. 
to do service after the daily routine. From 
9 a.m. till lunch break, we had to shovel and 
scoop bricks, stones and earth from one end 
to the path measured to lay the new vista to 
Gandhi Darshan. The leaders declared it a 
good teamwork. 


In the afternoon, we had a session on 
‘‘Child Care and Nutrition’”’ by Dr. (Mrs.) 
Gitanjali Kaul. We learnt about child 


psychology, mother care, diet and the mode 


of moulding well-bred children. 


Then we had the talk on Bunnies by our 
Bunny Aunty, Mrs. Sneha Patwardan, Joint 
National Secretary. 


On the 3lst morning, we went out on 
local sight-seeing arranged by our leaders. 
After lunch the Vice-President of India, 
Mr. Hidayatulla, visited the camp. Our 
National Commissioner presented him the 
golden beads to mark his long service to the 
Movement. Soon afterwords, the handi- 
crafts exhibition was inaugurated by our 
National Commissioner. This was followed 
by the Grand Campfire. We had a jolly 


(Contd. on Page 9) 


The Wood Badge 


What is this Wood Badge? you’ll hear people ask 
What is its purpose, what is the task ? 
How do I get one, where do I start ? 
Please let me explain, ‘Jest wot it’s abart’ 
You start before you get your warrant 
To understand the affairs that are current 
All that Scouting has meant in the past 
And what to do to make it last. 
You will join other Leaders in stage two 
And practise projects you will learn to do 
Knotting and compass, first aid and the Flag 
Maybe after you think it’s drag 
But don’t give up, you’ve a long way to go 
With the Law and Promise that may be slow 
And programme planning that leaves you cold 
Just lift up your chin and start and be bold 
Now down to Tatum * to finish your course 
Be it by car or train or by horse . 
Enjoy the surrounding of this picturesque place 
Of all your training, this is the ace | 
Now you’re back home, some questions to answer 
No use saying these I just can’t do, Sir 
Just get cracking and do your best 
When they are finished you can sit back and rest 
Sit back and rest, is that all there is? 
Not likely mate, but don’t get in a.tiz, 
You now have a job you had not before 
To help those attempting what you did on yours 
Is there any glory in this coveted prize ? 
To some there is, but NEVER the wise 
They see and accept the job now in hand 
To help other people in this jolly wee band 
So you’ve been asked your third bead now to get 
Should I do it? It means work you can bet 
To see the job through with no praise when it’s done 
Only satisfaction of the course, having fun 
So now I have told you what the Wood Badge does mean. 
Go get it, my friend and be jolly well keen 
To hang around your neck these little pieces of wood 
That means lots of work but it is good 


* Training and Camping Centre of the New Zealand Scout Association 


Facets of World Scouting 


re 


Imagine a prism in the shape of a globe 
and with many facets. The prism is a man- 
made thing-as Scouting was man made by 
Lord Baden-Powell almost 75 years ago. 
The prism transforms invisible sunlight 
into all the colours of the rainbow, just as 
Scouting helps to mould character and 
bring out the best qualities in young 
people-qualities which werethere, but un- 
developed and invisible until revealed 
through action. 


Just as the prism produces all the 
colours of the rainbow, so does Scouting 
take on various aspects according to the 
needs of different milieus. In many 
countries, it is community development 
which expresses duty to others: but in 
cities, rural areas, inland, at seaports, on 
islands...in every region there are different 
expressions of service. But all are relevant 
and all are Scouting. The essence of 


Scouting is everywhere, the same like the 
colourless sunlight which shines everywhere ; 
but Scouting takes many different forms. 


If you look at one boy through the 
prism you will find him multiplied by 
thousands—just as Scoutinghas multiplied 
the strength of young people during 75 years 
until today when there are 15 million Scouts © 
around the world. It also began with 20 boys 
on Brownsea Island, off the coast of England 
in 1907. 


And what happens when you turn the 
prism in front of your eye? What was static 
becomes dynamic just as the fundamental 
principles, purpose. and—methods of Scout- 
ing make a dynamic force to help make a 
better world. 


From World Scouting News Letter 


HIKING SONG 


Though we haven’t got barrels of money 
May we rugged or funny 

But we travel along 

Singing a song 

Side by side. 


For we don’t know what’s 
coming tomorrow 

May be trouble or sorrow 
But we travel along 
Singing a song side by side. 


Through all the kinds of weather 
And if the clouds should fall 

As long as we are together 

It does not matter at all. 


For all our troubles will be parted 
We will be same as we started 

For we travel along singing 

A song side by side. 


ABE MET RA Rajeeve Date 
(Maharashtra Scout & Guide) 


HERE’S A BROWNIE...A Jolly Words and 
Action Song for the Flock 
To be sung to the tune of “Knick Knack, Paddy Whack” 


1. Here’s a Brownie-gains point one 
Clean nails on her fingers and thumb 


Chorus: Knick Knack, Paddy Whack, mark 
it on the card Here’s A Brownie 
who’s tried hard 


2. Here’s a Brownie-gains point TWO 
Lovely shine upon each shoe 
Chorus : 
3. Here’s a Brownie, gains point THREE 
For she washed up after tea 
Chorus : 
4. Here’s a Brownie-gains point FOUR 
Smiled although her knee was sore 
Chorus : 
5. Here’s a Brownie-gains point FIVE 
Never last one to arrive 


Chorus: 


Hand Motion in Chorus 


On KNICK 

Clap left knee with right hand On Knack 
Clap right knee with left hand On Paddy 
Clap right elbow with left hand On Whack 
Clap left elbow with right hand On Mark 
it on 


6. Here’s a Brownie-gains point SIX 
with a new girl she will mix 


Chorus: 


7. Here’s a Brownie-gains point SEVEN 
Carried out challenges, ten or eleven 


Chorus: 


8. Here’s a Brownie-gains point EIGHT 
She skips well and stands up straight 


Chorus: 


9. Here’s a Brownie-gains point NINE 
Badge and Belt she loves to shine 


Chorus: 


10. Here’s a Brownie-gains point TEN 
Helps her mother, then again 


Chorus: 


Clap left hand to left knee and riget hand 
to right knee 

On the card 

Clap hand together On Here’s a Brownie 
Who's tried hard 

Clap left shoulder of neighbour on right, 
with right hand, about 7 times 


Contd. from Page 6) 
good time with sing-songs, dances and 


dramas. Karnataka folk songs on Bangle 
sellers were chosen. The day ended with 
Taps. 


The ist April dawned with a serene 
and solemn prayer. Then we had our break- 
fast and flag hoisting. Later Mrs. Bankar 
continued her talk on Extension Service. 
The lucky contingents put up their skits of 
extension service, which was the answer to 


Mrs. Bankar’s questions of the previousclass. 
Then we had a talk by the International 
Commissioner and our National Commis- 
sioner. All the participants of the Samagam 
were given badges. Every Rover and Ranger 
was given an evaluation sheet to give one’s 
views about the Samagam. 

We offer our thanks toall the leaders 
of the Samagam and organisers for making 
us feel very welcome. We enjoyed our stay. 
The sessions were interesting. 


Himalaya Wood Badge, Part I Course 


The following Training Courses will be held at the Scout and Guide Camp, Kondajji, 
during August 1980. The details may please be noted :— 


Nature of the Course 
Dates 


Who can attend 


Registration fee 
Nature of Course 
Dates 


Who can attend 


Registration fee 


Board and Lodge for both the Camps 


Travel Expenses 


Last Date of Registration 


Himalaya Woed Badge, Part I Course 
18th to 24th August 1980. 


Both Scout Masters and Cub Masters having 
warranted service in the concerned section 
for at least 3 months after undergoing the 
Pre. Himalaya Wood Badge Course in the 
same section. 


Rs. 15 per head. 

Preliminary Rover Scout Leaders Course 
16th to 24th August 1980. 

A person who has completed 25 years of age 
and who desires to start a Rover Crew in his 
area after completion of the training is 
eligible to attend the camp. 


Rs. 10 per head. 


The State Headquarters will provide Boarding 
and Lodging. 


To be met by the Schools concerned/ District 
Associations/Local Associations. 


31st July 1980. 


District Associations are requested to take action to depute candidates for the 


above courses. 
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Government of Karnataka 
Karnataka Government Secretariat 
Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore. 

No. ED 10 EBB 80 Dated 17th June 1980 

Corrigendum 


Sub: Treating the absence of Scouters, Guiders, etc., as O.0.D. whenever they 
attend Scout Movement Camps, etc.—Extension to officials of other Departments : 
Ref: Govt. Letter No. ED 35 EBB 67, dated 18-10-1967. 
In the Government letter referred to above, the words ‘‘Government Officials”’ 
appearing in the 4th line shall be substituted by the words ‘‘Government servants 
immaterial of the cadre’’. 


By Order and in the name of the Governor of Karnataka, 


(Sd.) A. R. Baig 
Under Secretary to Government, 
Education and Youth Services Department. 


(1) The Director of Horticulture, Bangalore. 

(2) The Accountant General, Karnataka, Bangalore. 

(3) The State Secretary, Bharath Scouts & Guides, S. H. g, Bangalore-2. 
(4) The Weekly Gazette. 

(5) The Guard file. 


INDABA (State-level Conference-cum- 
Workshop of Scouters and Guiders) 


The INDABA (State-level Scouters and Guiders Conference- y 
cum-—Workshop) will be held during October 1980. 


The details are as follows :— 


Venue: Besant Park, Doddaballapur 

Dates : 11th to 15th October 1980. 

Who can attend : All the warranted Scouters and Guiders in the State. 

Registration fee : Rs. 15 per head. 

Board and Lodge: The State Headquarters will provide Boarding and 
Lodging. 

Subjects for Discussion : Subjects for discussion, if any, may please be sent to the 


State Headquarters well in time. 
Last date for Registration: 20th September 1980. 


For further details, please contact your District Association/A.S.O.Cs. 
Watch for more information in the Karnataka Scout and Guide Magazine. 


Te 


é 
Registered as a Magazine Reg. No. K.R.N.B. 33 


Coming Events 


1. Workshop for District Commissioners and Secretaries at the Scout and Guide 
Camp, Kondajji. 
Dates: 29th and 30th August 1980. 

2. State Council Meeting at the Scout and Guide Camp, Kondajji, on 3lst 
August 1980. 

3. State Level Pack/Flock Holiday-Mangalore, November 13th to 16th, 1980. 

LOOK OUT FOR DETAILS 
Available ! 

1. Colourful Cub Law and Promise Chart in Kannada and English. 

2. Colourful Cub Badge Charts. 

3. Colourful Charts of Wheel of Progress in Guiding. 

4, A. P.R.O., Kannada (Cub Section). 


Contact: The Equipment Department 
Bharat Scouts and Guides 
State Headquarters, Bangalore 
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